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F &er mild Heav'n indulg'd parental Noe, 
"__ I Nature felt th affliting 
| | | 
SWEET fu ah thy Father unreprov'd ſrall 


And thy fond? Mother” s Tears bedew * Urn! 4 


; Fair was thyMorn, with every Bloſſom gay, 
But ſhort, alas the promiſe of thy Day © 


Unſparing Fate pronounced an early 
And Death untimely nipt thine op ning Bloom ! 


Parents ſaw, with eager d, 
Ra irtue — within thy't 2 Book, A 
| Thence too ſecure deriv d avain Preſage 
Of Bliſs more perfe in thy riper Age : 
But Heaven retratts the Bloſire a which it gave, 
And all our | Hopes ie withe'd in the Grave. | 


A 2 On 


On the ſame Occafion, by the Reve- 
rend Mr. THOMAS G1BBons, ſup- 
ma to 2 ſpoken at the Grave. 


\ 2405 TR, 


Hr frag * Breaft, O Grave, anfold, | 
And lightly lay thy ſofteft mould ; . 
Me with this lovely Slumb rer come, ö 


Ad give ber back into *. Womb. 


Let Rofes ſpreadthein Miuſbing Blom, 

And Lillies flouriſh o'er the Tomb e | 

Roſes and Lilies beft can F 
The Beauteous Charms 2 2 below. 1 


Let n no * Hand difturb the Bed, 


Where this repofing BanR ir l, 
While little Chernbs ſooth' ber. Sleep, 


err — Bd 


28 think not, Earth, that we refer. 1 
Det, and call it ever ine; ere | 
Here fhiall it find u gendle Stay r= 
Till Heaven elde: rh” eternal D 


Then Hull this moulder'd Frame of Fleſh 
Be clath'd with blooming- Life afreſh; ' 
And thou, that fwallow'ft all, ſhalt be 

| Swallow's, O Grave! in Vietory, 


_ 


5 2 Kings iv. 26. 


J Run now, I pray thee, to meet ber, 
| and ſay unto her, j it well a 
__tbee? Is it well with thy Huſ-. 

band; Is it well with the Child ? 
And ſbe anſwered, Ir ts WELL, 


HOUGH divine Providence is 
often myſterious and amazing, 
there being frequently a Wheel 
within a Wheel; for God's Way is 

in the Sea, and his Feotfteps are not known *, 
yet infinite Wiſdom can never err, not bene 

Goodneſs do us any 2 45 being 

infallible Truth, that a// — — 
gether for Good to them 1 od, to them 

2 are the called according to his Purpoſe +. 
Surely then it is meet to J faid unto Gad, I 
have born ow es Jill not offi offend any 

more; that T fee not, teach thou me; 

if I have done TIniquity, I will do no more jou 
God takes man ways to chaſtiſe his 

People, ſometimes, by impairing their Health 

and blaſting their Circumſtances, at other 


* Pſalm lxxvii. 19. f Rom. viii as. f Job 
uh. 31. 


times 


161 


times, by making a Breach in their Families, 
in removing their neareſt and deareſt Rela- 


tions by the Stroke of Death. 


Among theſe various Methods of Cor- 
rection, it cannot but be very affliting to a 


tender and affectionate Parent, to loſe a Child; 
becauſe, though this is an Affliction that 
frequently happens to moſt Perſons at ſome 
time or other in their Lives, yet ſeveral Cir- 
cumſtances do often concur, to render it 

ievous, and excite Compaſſion, as when 
it is the Child of our Youth, the Hopes of 
the Family, an oNLY or a lovely Child, en- 
deared by all the little Tenderneſſes of Af- 
fection, and early Bloſſoms of Reaſon and 
Wiſdom. Indulgent Parents are, on theſe and 


the like Accounts, apt to grieve, as they are- 


to love to Exceſs, ſaying, The dear Image 
« is ever before my Eyes, methinks I fee 


« its pretty Actions, and hear its lovely Voice. 


„ Wherever I go, I can never get the 
* Thoughts of it out of my Mind. But 
« O the Grief ——!” However, did the 
Parent, at ſuch a time, only give way to ſe- 


rious and ſedate Reflection, and could bring 
himſelf to a Perſuaſion, that this is weLL 


for him, and WELL for the Child, that 


would certainly tend to alleviate his Sorrow 


and eaſe the Bitterneſs of his Spirit, as ſeems 
to be hinted, in the Caſe of the Shu- 
namite, in the Words of my Text, 


We 
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6 L We are told in the preceeding Part of 
this der e. how this Shunamite entertain- 


ed the Prophet Eliſba, with a convenient 
Lodging, whenever he came to Sbunem. 


9 At one time, when he came there, he told 


her, that ſhe ſhould have a Son, which ac- 
cordingly came to paſs. But when tbe Child 
was groun, he went out to his Father to the 


apers, and be ſaid unto bis Father, My 


Head, my Head. And O! whither ſhould 
ve go with our Complaints but to our 


heavenly Father ? Thither the Spirit of A- 
doption brings all Believers with all their 


Griefs and Sorrows, enabling. them to cry 


Abba Father +. The Father ordered the 
Child to be carried.to his Mother, whoſe 
Bowels would doubtleſs be now moved, and 
maternal Sympathy and Concern overſpread 
all her Soul; and .as an Evidence of it, ſhe 
never parted with him, till his Soul departed 
from him; for be ſat on her Knees till Noon, 
and then died t. All his Mother's Care 
could not keep him alive, nor any of her 
earneſt Wiſhes prevent the Stroke of Death : 
He was in Health in the Morning, and dead 
at Noon. Such is the Uncertainty of Crea- 
ture-Comforts! But with admirable Prudence 
did this pious Mother keep her Tongue, as 
well as her Temper, under this ſurprizing 
and unexpected Affliction! Not one mur- 


* Verl. 18, 19. + Rom. vili. 20. f Verſ. 20. 
| muring, 


181 
muring, not one peeviſh, nor indecent, Ex- 
ion was uttered by her! but with a be- 
coming Compoſure,| ſbe went up and laid him 
on the Bed of the Man of God, and ſhut the 
Door upon him, and went ut. Then ſhe 
begged leave of her Huſband, that ſhe might 
goto Eliſpa. The Prophet ſeeirig her at a 
Diſtance, ſaid to his Servant Gebazi, Behold 
yonder is that Shunamite : Run now, I pray 
thee, to meet ber, and ſay unto her, Is it well 
with thee ? Is 1t well with thy Huſband ? Is 
it well with the Child +? This plainly ſhews, 
that Eliſbab was under a great Concern for 
the Welfare of this Family, to whom he was 
under ſome ſpecial Obligations. When Ge- 
bazi delivered the Prophet's Meſſage, ſhe 
gave a ſhort Anſwer, ſaying, IT 1s WET. 
This was an Anſwer, that diſcovered the 
Reſignation of her Squl to the Will of 
Providence; though her Child, her onLY 
Child, the Child, in whom all her Hopes 
were placed, was now ſuddenly ſnatched 
from her, and lying dead in the Houſe, yet 
ſhe ſaid, IT is wELL. It is well with me, it 
is well with my Huſband, and it is well even 
with the Cy1LD. But however trying the 
Diſpenſation was, ſhe could not in Juſtice 
fav otherwiſe, though, at the ſame time, Her 
Soul was vexed within ber 1. From this 
Paſſage of Scripture the following Obſerva- 
tion is very obvious. 
 ® Verſe 21. + Verſe 25, 26, ft _—_ ; 
cc t 
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«© That gadly Parents, on the Death of 
« a Child, an onLy Child “, have rea- 
e ſon to ſay it is well,” In diſcourſing on 
this Point I (hall endeavour | 


I. To ſhew, when godly Parents may ſay 
it is well, in ſuch Circumſtances as theſe. 
II. In what Reſpects this Sereaving Pro- 
vidence proves to be well both for the Pa- 
rents and the Child. 

III. Make ſome Application of the whole. 


I. I am to ſhew, when a godly Parent may 
ſay it it well, upon the Death of his only 
Child. Though there is no time when he 


may not ſay ſo, becauſe all God's Ways are 


Judgment, yet there are ſome ſpecial Seaſons, 


when he may and ought to make this Ac- 


knowledgment, as when he is with Sub- 
miſſion perſuaded that this is the Lord's do- 
ing,--- when he is thereby brought to ſee 
the Infufficiency and Emptineſs of all Crea- 
ture-Comforts, --- when he is come to a 
more immediate and conſtant Dependance 
on God, —when he ſubmits to the Trial, 
which this makes of his Love to God and 
acquieſcence in his Pleafure, —when- he is 
brought to ſee how dangerous 'it was to love 
a Creature too well, - when Sin is remem- 
bered and . thereby embittered to him, and 


® This was an only Child. 
B ----When 
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hen he is made to think more of the 


Grave and Eternity. 


1. When he is, with Submiſſion, per- 


ſuaded, that this is the Lord's doing. Be 


till and know that I am God *. If our 


Fellow-Creature do any thing to diſpleaſe us, 
we may not only enquire who did it, but al- 
ſo why he acted ſuch a Part: but we are 
to beware of making ſuch Enquiries in the 
preſent Caſe, we are rather to be filent and 
reſigned, whatever it be that he does; for 
Why doſt thou ſtrive againſt him? He giveth 
no Account of any of bis Matters, What therefore 
can be more reaſonable than a reſigned Sub- 
jection to him, who does all things well and 
all things wiſely? It is ſaid, that whatſoever the 
King did, pleaſed all the People +, And ſhall 
any thing the ſovereign Diſpoſer of all Things 
does be difpleaſing to us? Is it poſſible for 
him'to do us any Injury? If we pluck a 
Roſe in the Bud, as we walk in our own 
Garden, who can blame us for it ? Is it not 
our own ? and may we not crop it off when 
we pleaſe? We have here a parallel Caſe. 
The ſweet Bud, which was cropt off be- 
fore it was fully blown, was taken away by 
him who owned it, nay by him who formed 
it. 

If then we are fully perſuaded of this, 
we cannot but fay 1T 1s WELL. We have 
ſeveral Inflances of Believers recorded, who 


* Pal, xlvi. 10. + 2 Sam. iii, 36. 
have, 


— + a wv A 


3 1 — as „ @ 


1111 
have, from this Conſideration, been brought 
to this ſubmiſſive Temper and reſigned 
Frame of Mind. This good old Eli ſaid, 
upon a very mournful Occaſion, I is the Lord, 
let him do what ſcemeth him good *. Thus 
likewiſe it was with Job, who upon receiving 
a Series of diſmal Meſſages, ſaid, The Lord 
bath given, and the Lord hath taken away, 
bleſſed be the Name of the Lord +. It ought 
therefore to be always remembered, that He 
whoſe Name alone is JEnovan 2s the moſt 
High over all the Earth ; and that he does ac- 


cording to his Will in the Armies of Heaven, 


and among the Inhabitants of the Earth ; and 
as he is a Being infinite in Wiſdom, ſo there can 
be no ground of Challenge or Complaint, nor 
any Pretence of Injury or Wrong, in what is 
done by the wiſe and righteous Sovereign of the 
World, let it be ever ſo croſs to our Inclina- 
tions, or ever ſo grievous to our Minds. 

2, We ſhall ſay 1T 18 wELL, when we 
come to ſee the Inſufficiency and Emptinels 
of our deareſt Creature-Comforts. Children 
are certainly great Comforts, eſpecially when 
they are agreeable and promiſing : But then 
they are but Creatures, dying Creatures, and 
when they are removed, their Diſſolu- 
tion tells us, twas a poor qhing Comfort, a 
pretty Piece of brittle Clay, broken and diſ- 
ſolved, and mouldring to the Duſt. It may 
be, our Love and our Grief join together to 


® x Sam. iii. 18. + Job i. 21. 
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[12] 
recal the paſt Days of Fondneſs and Pleaſure, * 
ſhort lived Pleaſure! vain eꝓpty Fondneſs + 
that ends in Tears and long Mourning | But 
why ſhould it be ſo? Does not every ſuch | 


Providence as this ſhew us, and inſtruct us 
in the Vanity of that part of the Creature, 


of which we are moſt fond ? It is ſurely an 
excellent Leſſon, and an Inſtruction full of Uſe- 
fulneſs : and have we in ſome Meaſure learned 
it? And ought we not to ſay, 1T 15 WELL? || 
Thus Death is made of Advantage to us, 
when it ſtrikes us in ſo tender a Part, for it 
teaches us this ſacred Leſſon, how vain and 
empty are all our Hopes in the Creature! 
This is a Truth that ſtands written in many 
a Page of the Bible: but perhaps we would 
never have rightly learned it, had not Death 
copied it out for us in pale and fable Letters. 
The Dart of Death is like a Pen of Iron, with 3 
which he writes Emptineſs and Vanity on 
every Friend, on every Relation that he takes 
from our Side, from our Family and from | 

our Boſom. Let us then learn it, and fay 
IT IS WELL, f 
3. Weſhall ſay ſo, when we are brought toa 
more immediate and conſtant Dependance on 
God. When the Stream is cut off, what ſhould 
we do but run to the Fountain? When we 
enjoy the Pleaſure of thoſe dear Parts of our- 
ſelves, perhaps our Thoughts, and Hearts, 
and Affections are too much ſet upon them, 
and we place too much of our Hopes and Ex- 
pectations 
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1131 
ions in them, when they arrive at more 
advanced Vears. Then we fondly imagine, 
that ſuch and ſuch a Child would prove an 
agreeable Comfort and the Staff of our old 
Age: But God, who is wiſer than we, by 
removing them, daſhes all our Hopes in pieces. 
If then, upon this trying Diſappointment, 
we are enabled to apply to God himſelf, as 
our chiefeft Foy, and heartily to renew our 
Choice of him, as our only all-ſufficient 
Portion in Chriſt ; if then the Spirit of Adop- 
tion is, in any · meaſure, beſtowed upon us, 
whereby we cry Abba Father ; ſurely we 

may ſay, IT Is WELL, 

Some on ſuch an Occaſion can ſpeak this 
feelingly, and ſay, Never did I live ſo much 
* upon my God, never was I admitted to 
% ſuch Nearneſs and Intimacy with him, 
% nor had ſuch Pleaſure in pouring out my 
% Heart before him, as ſince the Day he 
e ſtrack my earthly Comforts dead. Now 
* Ican ſay, My Father, thou art the Guide 
«© of my Youth*,” Though then a Chriſtian 
may and ought, in ſuch Circumſtances, to 
mourn the Loſs of ſuch a created Mercy, 
yet he may, at the ſame time, filence all 
repining Thoughts, and ſay, IT 1s WELL. 

4. We may ſay this, when we ſubmit to 
the Trial this makes of our Love to God, 
and Reſignation to his unerring Pleaſure ; 


* Jer, lll. 4. 


for 


0. 2 8 
for Blaſſed is the Man that endureth Temp- 
tation, for when be is tried, be ſhall receive the 
Crown of Life, which the Lord hath promiſed 
to all that love him. When God fend: his 
Meſſenger Death, and takes a dear and be- 
loved Creature from our Arms, from our 
Boſom, the trying Queſtion is like that of 
our Lord to Peter, Simon, Son of Jonas, 
loveſt thou me more than this +? By ſuch a 

Providence as this, God tries our Obedience 
to the firſt Command. Ton Halt have no 
other Gods before me 4. 

Our Love and Rebgration to God, how 
cold, how imperfect at beſt ! It is eaſy mak - 
ing a Profeſſion, when our Mountain ſtands 
Arong, and every thing looks clear and ſe- 
rene: but when a good and gracious God 
comes to call for thoſe dear temporal Mer- 
cies, of which we are ſo fond, we then find 
it no eaſy Matter to part with them in a be- 
coming Manner, and to keep Nature from 
rebelling againſt Principle. We are then too 
apt to forget what the Lord hath done for us, 
not only in the Courſe of his Providence, but 
alſo in the Methods of his Grace, eſpecially 
how he ſpared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all ||, and yet we think it hard 
to part with a Child, and are apt to grieve 
to Exceſs: but ſurely it ſhould not be ſo. God 


Jam. i. 12. + Johnxai. 1 5. 1 Exod, xx. ĩii. 
| Rom. viii. 32. 
SD then 
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then 'tries our Sincerity, - whether we love 
him or not, love him with a ſuperlative Love, 
whether we were ſincere when we made a 
Dedication of our Chield to him, ſpecially in 
the Ordinance of Baptiſm, If then upon ſuch 
ing Providence, we are enabled to ſay, 
“ Lord, though it is thy Will to remove 
te the Deſire of mine Eyes with a Stroke, 
*« yet I will love thee, O Lord, my Strength, 
* and though it be with much Infirmity I 


« yield to thy Pleaſure ; thou haſt given, 


te and thou haſt taken, bleſſed be the Name 
* of the Lord,” Then we may ſiy, IT 1s 
WELL, There is nothing in all the Hiſtory 
of Abraham, that gives him a more ſhining 
Character, than that of his giving up his 
Son Iſaac, at God's Command; when he 
took the Knife, the Wood, and the Fire in 
his Hand to offer him up for a Burnt-Of- 
fering. Gen. xxii. 

5. Godly Parents may ſay, If is well, tho 
they ſhould loſe an only Child, if they 
are thereby brought to ſee how dangerous it 


was to love the Creature too well; for doubt- 


leſs we may exceed in this, and we are guilty 


this way, when our Fondneſs is ſuch, that 


all our Thoughts, and Care, and Concern 
center here. It has been already obſerved, 


that God is to be loved with a ſuperlative 
Love, and therefore no Creature, let it be 
ever ſo near or dear unto us, ſhould come in 
Competition with him, If then our Hearts 


bleed 


[16 ] 
bleed too long after the parting Stroke, and 
we mourn to exceſs for the Removal of ſuch 
a near and dear Relation, it is a Certain Evi- 
dence, that our Hearts were too much ſet 
upon it: But if, by the painful Providence, 
we are brought to a Senſe of the Evil of this, 
we may then ſay, IT is WELL ; for the 
more we ſee the Folly of ſetting our Affec- 
tions on any thing here below, the more will 
our Converſation be in Heaven o 

6. We may fay IT IS WII, if Sin be 
thereby remembered and imbittered, The 
Loſs of a Child is certainly an Affliction, and 
we are to look upon it as, ſuch: but then 
one of the gracious Deſigns, for which God 


ſends any Affliction on his People, is for im- 


bittering Sin unto them, By this. ſhall: the 
Iniquity of Jacob be purged, _ this 1s all 
the Fruit to take away Sint; but can we hear 
the dying Moans of a tender Babe, and not 


be convinced of the Evil and Malignity of 


Sin ? Can we ſo much as ſuppoſe that In- 
fants would die, if it had not been for Sin ? 
The Apoſtle Paul clearly accounts for the 
Reaſon of this, when he ſays, By one Man 
Sin entered into the World, and Death by Sin ; 
and ſo Death paſſed upon all Men, in whom 
all have ſinned ; and — Death reigned from 
Adam 70 Moſes, even over them, that had not 
Jus after the Similitude of Adam's Tranſ- 


Phil. wii, 23. f I. vil. 9. 
| greſſion, 
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ereſion, that is, who had not afually com- 
mitted Sin in their own Perſons, as Adam did, 
when he took and eat of the Forbidden- Fruit. 
When therefore God is pleaſed, by the Death 
Jof an only Child, or of any other dear and 
Y near Relative, to awake our drowſy Powers, 
Sto make us reflect, with Bitterneſs on our 
many Sins, and with Humiliation and Abaſe- 
ment to ſpread our Sins as well as our Sor- 
rows before him, then we may ſay, IT 1s 
wer. God's People ſometimes fall into 
ſuch a Lethargy, that it is no eaſy Matter to 
awake them, Common Warnings will not 
do it. God therefore fetches a gracious 
Blow, and cuts down one of their deareſt 


of Creature- Comforts, and then they awake and 


ſtir themſelves, ſaying, Shew me wherefore 
thou contendeſt with me. But once more on 
this Head. 

7. We may ſay, IT is wELL, when we 
are, by this, made to think more of the- Grave 
and Eternity, When any of our Neighbours, 
or of our common Acquaintances die, we at- 
tend the Funeral, caſt an Eye upon the Grave, 
and ſpend perhaps a Thought or two upon 
the open Sepulchre: But theſe Thoughts are 
like the Morning Cloud and early Dew, which 
ſoon paſſes away, But when he who bears 
the Keys of the inviſible World, ſends his 
pale Meſſenger inta our Apartment, and there- 
by takes away a blooming Part of ourſelves, 
and removes that tender Branch, to which 
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our Souls were too much glued; this has a 


Tendency more effectually to awaken us from a 


drowſy Frame, and to fix our Thoughts on the 
important Concerns of Eternity. Part of 
* me is gone to the Duſt already; it will 
c not be long, till that which ſurvives ſhall ? 


ce go alſo. Death has ſmitten the Deſire of J 
« mine Eyes, it will not be long, till 1 
** ſhall feel the ſame Stroke. But am I pre- 


© pared for it? Has tbe Law of the Spirit 
« of Life in Chriſt Feſus, in any Meaſu re, 


« made me free from the Law «rf Sin and a 


t Death *7 Can IJ on good Grounds ſay, 1 
* know whom 1 have believed +? Am I in 


* Caſe to take Death in my Arms, and lay, 


« Welcome, O Friend.” | 

Now if ſuch Thoughts as theſe have ſo 
abiding Impreſſions upon us, as that it is not 
in the Power of all the Trifles on Earth to 
baniſh them out of our Minds, and if they 
excite us, more than ever, to forget the 
Things that are behind, and to reach thoſe 
Things that are before, preſſing towards the 
Mark fer the Prize of the high Calling of 
God im Chriſt Jeſus t, then we may fay, IT 
IS WELL. If moreover, we have ground to 
hope, that our dear deceaſed Relation is ad- 
mitted among the Spirits of the Juſt made 
perfect ; and if this leads our Thoughts to 


* Rom. viii, 22 f 2 Tim. i. 12. Phil. iii. 
12, 13. 


HEAvEV, 


9 


mh — — — 
. * 


* 


ev & 


% y 0. 0 "I 


— 
* 


1 


ww HW . 2 


1191 
Heaven, rouſe our Deſires after the upper 
World, and make us purſue after thoſe in- 
viſible Realities that are within the Vail 
may not this give a Cheque to all the riſing 


Thoughts of Murmur and Diſcontent ? But 
alas! we are too faſt tied to thoſe earthly 


Tabernacles, too much attached to Fleſh and 
Blood ſtill, even though we find them ſuch 
painful, and ſuch ſinful Companions: But 
'tis certainly WELL, when we are brought, 
by ſuch Providences, to live mote at looſe 
from the Earth, that we may be ready for 
the parting Hour, We ſhould not then be 
angry with the Sovereign Hand of God, who 
breaks one Band after another ; for tho' the 
Strokes be painful, yet they looſen our Spirits 
from this Houſe of Clay, and teach us to ru 


with Patience the Race that is ſet before us *; 
I ptoceed now 


II. To enquire briefly, in what Reſpect it 
is well both with the Parent and the Child ? 
And, 1. It is well with the Parent; for tho 
he is deprived of his BaBe, he is not de- 
prived of his Gop. The Almighty ſtill re- 
mains in the ſame endearing Relation to pious 
Parents; and this muſt needs be better to 
them than ten Children. The Pſalmiſt could 
fay, When my Father and Mother forſake 
me, then the Lord will take me up +. In 


* Heb. xii, I. + Pſal. xxvii. 10. 
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like manner may the true Believer ſay, tho 
God remove my deareſt exrthly Comfort, yet 
he will not remove his Favour ; The Mercy 


of the Lord is from Everlaſting to Everlaſt- | . 


ing upon them that fear him, and bis Righte- 
ouſneſs unto their Children's Children “. 
Again in ſuch Circumſtances they have the 
Covenant of Grace to comfort and ſupport 
them, as was the Caſe of David in all his Family 
Afflictions, when, among his laſt Words, he 
could ſay, Although my Houſe be not ſo with 
God, yet he hath ox with me an EvER- 
LASTING COVENANT ordered in all Things 
and ſure ;, for this is all my Salvation and all 
my Defire, although he make it not to grow. 
If God don't ſee it proper to build up and 
encreaſe our Family, yet his Covenant ſtands 
faſt for ever. In a word, it cannot but be 
well with the Parents, if they have Ground 
to reflect, that tho' their Children are dead to 
them, they are not ſo to God; tho' a painful 
Breach is made in their Families, yet an Ad- 
dition is made to the heavenly Choir; though 


they are taken from the Earth, yet they are 


only removed hence to miniſter before the 
Throne of God and the Lamb. And there- 


fore, 

2. IT 15 WELL with the Child, As for 
the Children of wicked and graceleſs Parents, 
the Scripture has revealed nothing concerning 


* Pal. ciii. 17. 
them, 
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them, and we are not to be wiſe above what 
is written: But we are aſſured concerning 
the Children of the Godly, that they are in 
Covenant with God. The Promiſe is to you and 
your Children *. It muſt needs then be wei 
Z with them, when they die in their tenderYears ; 
for they are thereby freed from all the Calami- 
ties and Temptations of a wicked and en- 
# ſnaring World; they are out of the reach of 
Snares: They have anſwered the Ends of 
their Creation, and the Purpoſes for which 
God ſent them into the World. It would 
be well, could it be ſaid of moſt who die in 
more advanced Years, that they had as truly 
Z anſwered the Ends of their Creation, as of 
Z thoſe who die in their Infant State; for out 
e the Mouth of Babes and Sucklings, God has 
3 ordained Strength 1. He is glorified by 
them. In a word, IT 1s wELL with them; 
for they go to Heaven : Has not our Lord 
ſaid, Suffer little Children to come unto me, 
for of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven, If 
| ÞF he would not have them kept from {him 
: FF here, he will not reject them hereafter ; if 
they belong to the Kingdom of Grace, they 
{hall not be excluded the Kingdom of Glory. 
It is therefore well with them, eternally well. 
I ſhall now conclude with the 


Acts ii. 39. + Pal, viii. 2. 
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APPLICATION. 


Though ſeveral proper Inferences might bs ; 
deduced from what has been faid, yet T ra- 
ther chuſe to apply this Subject by way of 
Exhortation. I. To Parents and Heads of 
Families. II. To thoſe young Perſons, who : 


are capable of underſtanding what is ſpoken, 
and III. To all in general. 


I. What has been ſaid affords ſeveral uſe- 
ful Inſtructions to Parents and Heads of Fa- 


milies. 


There are indeed ſeveral Heads of Fami- | 


hes, who are not Parents, and it may be, 
ſome of thoſe are very defirous to have 
their Families built up, which is certainly 
very deſirable in itſelf : But then there is 


Danger in being too anxious in this reſpect. 


The Conduct of Rachel is recorded, in order 
to excite us to fix due Bounds of Moderation 
to our Defires in this Particular. She ſaid to 
her Husband, Give me Children, or elſe 1 
die *, God gave her two Sons, but ſhe died 
of the Second. Be not therefore too anxi- 
ous this way. Learn a meek and quiet Sub- 
miſſion to the Will of Heaven; for, in your 
preſent Circumſtances, - you are freed: from 
many a painful Care, many an aching Heart, 
which fond Parents know by mournful Ex- 


* (Jen, xxx. 1. xxxv. 18. 
perience. 
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perience. Let it therefore be your principal 


Study, how to live in Love and in the Fear 
of God, as being Heirs together of the Grace 
of Life . 

But my chief Concern is with 3 | 
Has the Lord bleſſed you with Children? 
Are you favoured with theſe little Plants to 
ſit around your Table? Give me leave then, 
who knows the Heart of a Parent, to exhort 
you to love your Children, but not- with 
exceſive Fondneſs, that it may be WELL 
both with you and them, and in a particular 
manner to love their Souls. Endeavour by 
times to inſtru them in the Things of God, 
as their tender Minds begin to open. As 
ſoon as they begin to ſpeak and liſp out their 
little Words, teach them that there is a God, 
a Redeemer and a Sanctifier, a Heaven and a 
Hell. Pray with them, plead for them, 
and learn them to pray, and let them know, 
that you don't inculcate upon them, what 
you don't put in practice yourſelves ; for I 
can afſure you, from Experience, that ſome . 
Children, before they are three Years of Age, 
are capable to obſerve you, nay, and to com- 
mend you too, when you perform your Duty | 
in this reſpect. 

You cannot inſtil good Principles into 
your Children too ſoon; becauſe they die 
as well as others: And don't you think, that 


* 1 Pet. iii. 7, 
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it would fit very uneaſy upon your Conſcience, 
to have a Child of three or four Years of 
Age taken from you, while you were never 
in the leaſt at pains to inſtruct that dear Part 
of yourſelves ? But on the other hand, ſhould 
it pleaſe God to bereave you of your Chil- 
' dren, yet it would be no ſmall Alleviation of 
your Grief to be able to ſay, © God is my 
« Witneſs, that I earneſtly devoted this Child 
* to him, and knows how many Prayers I 
c put up on his behalf, and with what Im- 
e portunity I pleaded, that he might have 
* an Intereſt in his Favour, and be an early 
e Partaker of his Grace. He that knows 
& all Things, knows that I preferred this be- 
« fore all the Gold of the Indies, and endea- 
* youred, according to my Ability, to in- 
te ſtruct him in the Things of God, accord- 
“ ing to his Capacity, and that my greateſt 
* Concern was for the eternal Welfare of 
“ his pre-ious Soul.“ 

Need] uſe further Arguments to preſs 
you to ſuffer this Word of Exhortation ? 
Have we not at this Day a fad Proſpect of 
the riſing Generation ? And may not the cri- 
minal Negligence of Parents, be aſſigned as 
one of the principal Cauſes of it ? Does not 
Solomon ſay, Train up a Child in the Way that 
he ſkould go, and when be is old, be will not 
depart from it *? Now, can we think but 


o Prov. XXili. 6. 
Matters 
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Mattters would have a much more agreeable 
Aſpect, was this divine Direction more ob- 
ſerved ? This is the Way to have it well 
with you and with yours, both living and 
dying. I ſhall only add, that if you would 
wiſh to have your Inſtructions, Advices, and 
Reproofs crowned with Succeſs, ſee that 
you imitate the rope, Pſalmiſt, in behaving 
yourſelf wiſely, and in walking within your 
Houſe with a perfect Heart *, that you may 
{et a good Example before your Little-ones, 
who are generally more taken with what they 
ſee, than with what they hear. What God 
faid to Moſes concerning the Mraelites, is very 
proper for enforcing this: O that there were 
ſuch an Heart in them, that they would fear 
me, and keep all my Commandments always, 
that it might be WELL WITH THEM, AND 
WITH THEIR CHILDREN FOR EVER. 
But, 

II. I would briefly addreſs ſuch young 
ones, who are capable of underſtanding what 
is ſpoken, Conſider, that you are as liable 
to the Stroke of Death as others. Are there 
not Graves making for young Perſons of all 
Ages and Sexes? And what do you know, 
how ſoon the Pit of Corruption may be dig- 
oy for you ? None can tell what a Day may 

ring forth. Leſs than a Forthnight has 
made a great Alteration on ſome within theſe 


* Plal. ei. 2. + Deut. v. 29. 
D Walls: 
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Walls: I would, therefore, out of the Ful- 
neſs of my Heart, entreat you to remember 
your Creator in the Days of your Youth *; 
and, for this End to pay a due Regard to 
the good Counſel of your pious and affec- 
tionate Parents. If the Children of godly 
Parents, who warned, inſtructed, and re- 
proved them, and endeavoured to train them 


up according to the Requirements of the Goſ- 


ſpel, ſhall ſet at nought all this Counſel, and 
deſpiſe all this Reproof, it ſhall be ill with 
them ; nay, it had been better for them they 
had never been born; for all the Pains that 
had been taken with them, ſhall aggravate 
their Condemnation, and heighten their Mi- 


ſery through Eternity. O! then let not this 


be your Caſe, but begin by times to ſeek the 
Lord. Does not Chriſt the eternal Wiſdom 
of God ſay, They that ſeek me early ſhall find 
me +? And they that find Chriſt, ind Life, 
and ſhall obtain Favour of the Lord 4. Behold, 
now you are called, comply with the Call, 
and you ſhall have Reaſon to ſay, IT 18 
WELL. I ſhall now conclude 

III. Wich a general Addreſs to us all, 
Let us, my dear Friends, act ſuch a Part, 
that when we are in Health, or in Sickneſs, 
while we live, or when we come to die, we 
may be in cafe to ſay, Tr 1s weLL. Sup- 
poſe it ſhould be faid to any of you, this 


F Eecl. xii, 1. + Prov, viii. 179, f Ver. 35- 
| Night 


a. Mo as an >. as cc. .,,o a mn da . . . · as ww ud cans roo woes ad an oc © a= a wo 


„ - Ae. . , . © nw 4 TE 4 __ o_ 


ä — 893 —- n 


[ 27 ] 

Night, by Soul ſhall be required of thee h. 
Are you all in caſe to fay, IT 1s WELL? Or 
rather, are there not many in this Congre- 
gation, whoſe Joints would tremble, and 
whoſe Souls would be filled with Terrors at 
the awful Meffage? And if fo, O! why fo 
thoughtleſs? why ſo indolent and fecure ? 
If there was no way to eſcape the Danger 
you are in of everlaſting Ruin, you might 
then abandon yourſelves to Deſpair ; But as 
there is Hope in J/rae/ concerning you, if you 
will only comply with the Invitations that 
are given you, to cloſe with a whole Chriſt, 
and break off your Sins by Repentance; ſo 
your Indolence, Security, and Neglect are cer- 
tainly moſt unexcuſable; and will you perſiſt 
in this Conduct ſtill? Will you continue to 
neglect the great Salvation made known to 
you in the Word of God ? Shall we call, and 
call in vain? Don't we ſeek your Welfare, 
and the Welfare of yours? Repent then 
and believe the Goſpel, The Exhortation of 
Paul and Silas to the Jaylor is very re- 
markable: Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved, AND Thy HovusE *; 
and your complying with it is the Way 
to be ſaved yourſelves, and to bring Salvation 
to your Houſe; and indeed it is the only 
Way, there being no other Name given under 
Heaven, whereby Men can be ſaved, but the 
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Name of Jeſus ; and therefore if you are 
but enabled to accept of him, and rely upon 
him, as he is offered in the Goſpel, then it 
ſhall be well with you, in all Circumſtances 
of Life, at an Hour of Death, in the Day 


Eternity, 


Co Akts iv. 12. 


